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Let today mark the beginning of a determined
effort on the part of all of us to work in good
faith across party lines. I have shown my good
faith, and in so doing I have taken the risk
that all people take when they talk to people
who have opposed them.

Soon the Congress will have a chance to show
the risk was worth it. And once they pass the

crime bill, the way will be clear for us to attack
other problems together, across party lines, as
the American people want us to do and as we
should.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on Cuba
August 20, 1994

Over the past 2 weeks, the Government of
Cuba has taken actions to provoke a mass exo-
dus to the United States. These actions have
placed thousands of Cuban citizens at risk in
small boats and rafts and have had a direct
impact on our national interest.

I want to thank the Cuban-American commu-
nity for their courageous restraint in not taking
their own boats to Cuba to fuel the exodus
and thank the officials of Florida, Governor
Chiles, the congressional delegation, the people
from Dade County, and others, who have
worked so closely with us.

Yesterday I announced steps to counter Cas-
tro’s efforts to export his problems by provoking
an exodus. Today I’m announcing additional ac-
tions consistent with the Cuban Democracy Act
to limit the ability of the Cuban Government
to accumulate foreign exchange and to enable
us to expand the flow of information to the
Cuban people.

Specifically, cash remittances to Cuba will no
longer be permitted. Family gift packages will
be limited to medicine, food, and strictly hu-
manitarian items and transfer of funds for hu-
manitarian purposes will require specific author-
ization of the Treasury Department. Second, the
only charter flights permitted between Miami
and Havana will be those clearly designed to
accommodate legal immigrants and travel con-
sistent with the purposes of the Cuban Democ-
racy Act. Third, the United States will use all
appropriate means to increase and amplify its
international broadcasts to Cuba.

The solution to Cuba’s many problems is not
an uncontrolled exodus; it is freedom and de-
mocracy for Cuba.

The United States will continue to bring be-
fore the United Nations and other international
organizations evidence of human rights abuses,
such as the sinking of the tugboat 13th of
March. Meanwhile we will pursue this course
with vigor and determination.

Remarks on Anticrime Legislation and an Exchange With Reporters
August 21, 1994

The President. The vote in the House of Rep-
resentatives tonight is a great victory for all law-
abiding Americans. It’s also a victory for all
Americans who have longed to change the way
Government works here in our Nation’s Capital,
who have wanted us for a long time to go be-
yond labels and partisan divisions and false
choices to commonsense solutions to our most
profound national challenges.

For 6 long years, under two previous Presi-
dents, our families were under siege; violence
on our streets increased. Washington talked a
lot about crime during these years but did not
act.

Well, tonight Democrats and Republicans
joined together, and they acted. They reached
across party lines to pass the toughest and
smartest crime bill in the history of the United
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